FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

splendid discipline and common sense. Only on one occasion was
there any intense popular excitement, and that was when an
amnesty was demanded on the two days following the elections.
Impatient crowds attacked the prisons to set free the October
prisoners, many of whom had been kept for eighteen months
without trial, and whose immediate release was one of the
principal planks of the Popular Front platform. But not even in
those impassioned days of February was there any serious incident.
Senor Azana's Government, before the wave of popular agitation
for the release of these 30,000 political prisoners, very wisely issued
an emergency decree, in accordance with the Constitution, which,
with a single signature, cut through all the bureaucratic red
tape. Apart from this, complete order was maintained, in spite
of the fact that those men who had been Provincial Governors up
to the elections abandoned their posts after the great Popular
Front victory without waiting for successors to be appointed.

With the exception of this spontaneous and natural mobilization
of the masses to demand an amnesty, nothing happened until the
month of July to justify the accusations of anarchy and chaos
levelled against the Government, by the Fascist conspirators the
better to cloak their own subversive activities. What did happen
was, in fact, largely a concomitant of the preparations for the
rebellion which were going on actively from the week following
the elections. Agents provocateurs abounded. After the rebellion
many of them were to boast of their exploits in the spring months
in sowing the disorder which the leaders of the rebellion regarded
as an essential part of their preparations. Moreover, there was
complicity on the part of many men in Governmental agencies,
civil governors, Civil Guard commanders, and others who,
charged with the sacred duty of keeping order, connived at pro-
voking disorder. One has only to scan the rebel press for the first
days of the rebellion to see how many supposed Republicans were
in league with the military. Thus, though the Government did
everything possible to keep order, its efforts were in part sabotaged
by men on whom it had the right to count. But the violence of
these months has been greatly exaggerated and repeatedly men
like Gil Robles and Calvo Sotelo, engaged in actively preparing
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